
ÓRBITA FILM FEST Requirements - 2nd Edition Call
Òrbita Film Fest (formerly Ficcions de Ciència), a festival dedicated to exploring the interaction between 
science, society and cinema, will hold its second edition from 20 to 25 October 2026 in Barcelona.

The call is open to fiction, animation and documentary short films that contribute to a broad dialogue on 
the role of science in society. In this second edition, the festival will also include a special section devoted 
to Narratives on Nature.

The call for entries will be open from 5 March to 31 August 2026.

OBJECTIVES

The festival aims to foster dialogue between science and society through cinema, reflecting on the social, 
ethical and emotional implications of technoscience. It also seeks to generate public debate on scientific 
challenges and highlight how science inspires artistic narratives that connect with emotions and social 
dilemmas.

PARTICIPANTS

Individuals and legal entities may participate with fiction, animation and documentary short films 
produced from 1 January 2023 onwards and with a maximum running time of 30 minutes. There is no limit 
to the number of works each participant can submit.

Audiovisual works may address science as a central theme or integrate it implicitly into the narrative, 
showing how it permeates everyday life, collective decisions or social imaginaries, suggesting its influence 
through the stories, dynamics or conflicts of the characters.

In the selection process, special consideration will be given to works that:

•	 Explore the interactions between science, society and culture from contemporary perspectives.
•	 Raise critical, social or ethical issues linked to scientific and technological processes.
•	 Incorporate diverse perspectives and inclusive narratives on the role of science in collective life.
•	 Take formal and narrative risks in representing knowledge and science.

Particular value will be given to the capacity to generate debate, critical reflection and understanding of 
the role of science in contemporary life.

SECTIONS

Science and Society

Fiction, animation or documentary short films with a maximum duration of 30 minutes that address 
science as a central axis, explore social issues related to science or present critical perspectives through 
stories about scientific research, experiments, discoveries or ethical dilemmas.

For example:

•	 Explore tensions between scientific knowledge and everyday experience.
•	 Question imaginaries of progress, innovation or scientific objectivity.
•	 Depict ethical, social or political conflicts linked to technoscientific processes.
•	 Present science as a situated practice with contradictions, interests and collective and individual 
effects.

•	 Address how research, technology or expertise shape bodies, territories and forms of coexistence.



•	 Offer critical or poetic readings of the relationship between science and society.
•	 Narratives that explore the social, ethical and environmental impacts of scientific and technological 
research.

•	 Films that give voice to scientists, communities or projects showing the human face of science, as well 
as its tensions and contradictions.

Narratives on Nature

Fiction, animation or documentary short films with a maximum duration of 30 minutes that explore how 
nature is represented, interpreted or transformed from the perspectives of science, culture and society. 
Special consideration will be given to works offering critical, poetic or innovative views on contemporary 
ecological tensions.

For example:

•	 Stories that question the idea of nature as a resource, landscape or immutable good, addressing the 
power relations, inequalities or identities articulated within it.

•	 Narratives on the climate crisis, environmental technologies, ecological impacts or struggles for 
ecosocial justice.

•	 Short films addressing global change, planetary health and biodiversity from scientific, humanistic or 
interdisciplinary perspectives.

•	 Proposals incorporating local knowledge, traditional wisdom or alternative practices of relating to 
territories and ecosystems.

•	 Stories that make visible the emotions, affects and traumas associated with environmental loss, or 
propose speculative ways of imagining sustainable futures.

•	 Urban narratives showing how nature is represented or managed in cities, or reflecting environmental 
conflicts in everyday settings.

•	 Works exploring the boundaries between nature and culture, between the human and the non-human, 
questioning anthropocentric perspectives.

REGISTRATION AND SELECTION 

To participate in the second edition of Òrbita Film Fest, applicants must register and complete the entry 
form via Festhome before 31 August 2026.

In line with the festival’s commitment to equality, participants must indicate the gender of the people 
involved in the projects in order to compile statistics on women’s participation in the festival.

A jury specialising in cinema, science and science communication will select the works to be screened 
during the festival.

Selected audiovisual works will be screened in the festival’s in-person sessions and may also be exhibited 
as introductions or complements to parallel activities such as debates, workshops or round tables.

​The selected candidates will be notified by 20 September 2026.

AWARDS

•	 Òrbita Award for Best Short Film “Science and Society”: €1000 (subject to 15% income tax 
withholding). 

•	 Òrbita Award for Best Short Film “Narratives on Nature”: €1000 (subject to 15% income tax 
withholding). 



TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS

Fiction, animation, and documentary short films with a maximum running time of 30 minutes will be 
accepted.

All screening copies must be presented in their original version and include subtitles in Catalan, Spanish or 
English. The festival undertakes to provide Catalan subtitles to ensure linguistic and cultural accessibility, 
including adaptations for people with hearing impairments where appropriate.

Submission of copies:

Selected works must provide a DCP screening copy.

In addition to the DCP, a digital backup file in H264 format must be provided, including subtitles (SRT) in 
Catalan, Spanish or English, with a minimum resolution of Full HD.

SCREENING AND AUTHORSHIP RIGHTS

Authors of the selected works grant the festival screening rights during the screening period. The festival 
undertakes not to use the works for any other purpose without the explicit permission of the author.

The festival also reserves the right to include selected works in hybrid or digital exhibition formats for a 
limited time in order to broaden their reach and ensure accessibility, always respecting authors’ rights.

In addition to screening rights, reproduction rights of the audiovisual files will be granted for the supply 
of DCPs to the different festival venues, as well as editing and dissemination rights for excerpts and 
materials for promotional purposes.

Participants must guarantee that they hold the usage rights for all images, music and other materials 
included in the work. The festival shall not be responsible for copyright infringements.

ACCEPTANCE OF THE REGULATIONS

Participation in the call implies acceptance of these regulations and of the jury’s decisions, which shall be 
final.

Applicants authorise the data provided during this process to be incorporated into the database of the 
Catalan Association for Science Communication. This information will be processed confidentially and in 
accordance with Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament on data protection. Data subjects 
may exercise their rights of access, rectification, erasure, objection, portability and restriction before the 
data controller.

Barcelona, 5 March 2026

CONTACT

www.orbitafilmfest.com
info@orbitafilmfest.com
Instagram: @orbitafilmfest
Festhome: https://festhome.com/festival/off-2


